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•  CERTIFICATE 


The  undersigned  CHARLES  JONGENEEL,  Contain  R.N.I.A.,  Head 
of  War  Or Luc s  Section  of  NETHERUvNDS  FORCES  INTELLIGENCE  SERVICE 
(NEFIS)  being  first  duly  sworn  on  oath  deposes  and  states  that  tho 
annexed  report  is  a  full,  true,  complete  and  accurate  copy  of  the 
original  Dutch  document,  entitled: 

"Report  of  d> ctcr  TAN  (TaN  ENG  DHONG)  at  TARAKAN",  narked  "T", 

which  original  docunent  is  a  pert  el  the  official  records  of  NEFISf 
furthermore  that  the  annexed  original  Dutch  statement,  entitled 

Sworn  3tatcucnt  of  T.dl  ENG  DKONG ,  druwn  up  by  E . BONN ,  LL.D.  Captain 
R.N.I.A.  (reserve),  judgo-ndvccatu  at  BANDJER1 IASIN,  dated  Bandjer- 
nasin,  17th  August  1946, 

has  been  tdcon  iron  the  official  rcccrde  of  the  NEFIS, 


Batavia,  26th  August  1946. 


/s/  Ch.JONGENEEL 


Seal, 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  t. c,  K.A.  de  WEERD,  LL.D..  Major 
Artillery  R.N.I.A.,  Senior  Official  attached  tc  the  office  of  the 
AtUrney-Goneral  N.E.I. 


/s/  K.A.  de  WEERD. 


Seal. 
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AFFIDAVIT 

ikesrooation  of  wnwass 


Thi3  seventeenth  day  of  August  1946,  opposed  before  me,  E*  BO.IN, 
LL.D.,  Captain  Inf.  (Res.),  R.N.I.A.,  Judge-advocate  at  BANDJ2RMASIN, 
In  charge  of  the  investigation  of  the  case  ofi 
the  person  ofi  TAN  ING  DUONG, .  .  •  .  .  • 

That  in  your  full  nano,  whet  is  your  ago,  occupation,  and  your 
present  residence? 

TANG  2NG  DHONG,  lied. Off. 2nd  01.,  35  ysars  of  age,  BANDJTRMASIN. 


Shown  to  witness  and  read  out  to  hin  report  marked  "T* ,  whereupon 
witness  states  1 

This  report  'jus  drawn  up  by  me  in  June  1945  Qt  TARAKAN,  after  the 
liberation  by  the  Alliod  Forces.  I  entirely  adhero  to  this  statement; 

I  do  not  wish  anything  to  be  addod  nor  do  I  wish  that  anything  be  changed 
therein. 


After  having  road  clearly  and  loudly  thoso  questions  and  replies  to 
\.'itno3o,  (under  the  interpretation  of  the  sworn  interpreter),  he  ud- 
hcro3  to  hi3  statomont  and  does  not  wish  that  anything  be  added  to 
it,  nor  does  he  wish  that  anything  be  changed  thorein. 

Tho  7itnoss, 
w.3.  TAN  3X0  DHONG. 


Drawn  up  in  my  presonco, 

Tho  judge-advocate, 
w.ti.  E.  BONN. 

Thereon  witness  tokos  the  oath  according  to  his  religion  to  have  3pokon 
tho  truth  and  nothing  but  tho  truth. 

Tho  Judge-advccate , 

w.s.  2. 

Duly  sworn; 

W.3,  TAN  J)NG  DHONG. 

Translated  by  Nofis  V  30/8/46 

(Signature  illegible.) 
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T 

Report  or  Dr.  TAN  at  TARAi7dT. 


Monday,  12  January  1942. 


Wo  nad  scarcely  covered  200  meters  ol’  the  oil  fields  when  we 
found  o ur s e  1  v o s  suddenly  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  Japs;  it  wqb 
impossible  lor  our  smull  croup  to  flfcht  against  such  odds. 
Handcuffed,  wo  were  brought  back  to  Pcninwki.  I  was  interrogated 
by  the  Commandant  who  ask.d  me  how  muoh  and  what  kind  of  artillery 
Karoengun  had.  I  answered  that  I  did  not  l:ncw.  Threatening  to  kill 
mo  if  X  did  not  answer  thoir  questions  properly,  at  dawn  I  was 
finally  sent  to  Tarnkun  with  all  the  wounded  and  sick  who  vor<- 
thun  there.  When  wo  passed  the  B.F.M.  office  building  (Tr.noto: 
Bataalsche  Petroleum  Kaitr.chaopij ,  name  oi  principal  oil  oonccrn 
in  r.F.I.)  Captain  Colijn  accompanied  by  a  Japanese  officer  met  me 
und  congratulated  me  upon  the  safe  transportation  of  the  wounded. 
After  v;e  had  all  boon  se..rohed  and  had  to  £ive  UP  everything,  that 
wa3  ol  any  value,  we  v.-rc  air ted  to  Infantry  camp  VII, 


It  appeared  tnnt  this  Infantry  camp  VII  accommodated  about 
1250  prisoners  of  w_r,  in  5  rooms;  besides  service  personnel  there 
were  also  civilians:  Red  Cross  stretcher  bearers,  personnel  of 
thu  L.B.D.  (Tr.noto:  Air  Raid  Precaution  Service)  noing  amongst 

ssi.Muvi  swr; 

prisoners  of  war.  in  tho  beginning,  Lt,  Lummcrs,  Lt.  Nijcnhuis  and 
Lt.  Lekkor  acted  us  representatives  for  the  prisoners  of  war. 

Tho  accommodation  was  bad;  each  room  was  25  moteis  long  and  4  meters 
wide  and  had  to  shelter  200  to  25O  pcorlc;  only  officers  and  some 
subordinates  vot  boards  to  sleep  on;  tho  remainder  3lopt  on  the 
cold  floor.  The  ventilation  was  insufficient;  boards  hod  been 
nailed  half  way  up  all  the  windows,  Tho  first  few  months  f-hcro 
was  no  electric  light;  now  and  then  each  werd  got  a  conale. 
Particularly  during  the  evening  it  was  especially  difficult  for¬ 
th©  undersigned  to  turd  the  sick. 


On  Sunday  ltf  January  1942  the  on tiro  groups  fron  Pencngki 
end  Karo-:. gun  had  to  report  at  roll-call;  a  noto  was  made  of 
evarv  man  and  tho  total  number .  Tho  numb-r  oi  oflicoiBwas  4, 
namely  Lt.  Storm  van  Luouwcn,  Lt.  v.  Adrichem,  Sub-lt.  Snidt  and 
the  undersigned.  The  next  day  about  11  a.m.  this  was  repeated; 
wc  all  had  to  appear  in  uniform,  even  tha  wounded  had  to  r.ttciid  the 
roll-call.  The  Japanese  ermp  commandant,  accompanied  by  an  intor- 
prater  who  spoke  the  Malay  language  fairly  well,  in3P‘'°t"a  . 

troap  whor«-af tv.i  I  was  order ud  to  fall  out.  ../ten  I  asked  what  this 
meant,  tho  interpreter  replied  that  I  was  a  aoctor.  toy  request 
to  kotp  tho  male  nurso3,  wounded  and  sic::  with  me,  or  to  bw  allowed 
to  join  the  whole  group,  as  I  formed  part  of  tnc  Karoengan-Pcningki 
camp,  was  bluntly  refused.  Tho  whole  party  of  215  strong  arched  ^ 
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off,  and  I  was  left  behind  alone*  Tun  minutes  later  wo  were 
ord^rod  to  evacuate  the  ward  of  the  Peningki-Karoungan  camp 
and  I  was  added  to  the  F.urop<  ans  ns  I  was  an  officer.  After 
th«-  departure  of  the  a'oovu  mentioned  group  which,  according  to 
some  Japs,  had  b.tn  killed  on  tho  spot  from  which  tho  two  light 
cruisers  had  boon  sun.:,  the  hostile  mood  of  the  Japs  was  somewhat 
abated.  We  had  no  contact  whatever  with  tho  outer  world.  Tho 
wildest  rumours  v/cre  in  circulation;  the  personnel  of  the  medical 
service  and  of  the  B.P.K. hospital  had  been  killed  by  tho  Japs, 
not  one  European  had  bv.en  left  alive  outside  the  P.O.’V.oump. 


17  February  1942.  Transfer  from  the  Infantry  camp  tc  the 
Artillery  camp.  The  Jap  n«sc  Navy  desired  to  ta.co  over  tho 
Iniantry  camp  for  its  own  use.  Accommodation  alro' dy  so  far 
from  satisfactory  in  the  infantry  comp,  became  still  worse 
in  the  artillery  comp;  we  were  packed  like  herrings  in  a 
burr^l  into  buildings  that  wore,  admittedly,  fairly  new. 
Immediately  I  drew  attention  to  the  bad,  unhygienic  conditions; 
but  for  the  present  they  took  no  interest  in  any  improvement. 
The  consequences  aeon  followed:  the  number  oi  sick,  especially 
dysenterypativ^nts .  incruOSv,d  daily.  Thu  officers  got  2  small 
rooms  for  20  men  (each  room  was  about  5  meters  long  and  approx¬ 
imately  4  meters  wide)  and  hud  to  lie  on  the  cold  floor; 
neither  boards  to  sl^op  on  nor  camp-cots  were  supplied. 


Tlic  large  majority  however  did  coolie-work:  in  tho  beginning 
they  were  assigned  to  101  (Japanese  Oil  Company ) ;  tho  work  was 
heavy  but  there  was  not  much  beating  nor  were  tho  people  driven. 
Suddenly  there  cruae  an  end  to  this;  from  1  September  1942  work 
w.-s  commenced  on  tho  airfield.  Tuis  meant  hell  for  many  prisoners 
of  war  and  I  surmise  that  the  prisoners  of  war  here  on  thi3 
devil’s  island  of  Tarakan  had  to  do  the  heaviest  work  in  whole 
Borneo.  Reports  from  other  places,  such  as  Samarinaa  and  Balik- 
papan,nade  mention  cf  light-r  work  and  les3  lough  and  bestial 
tree  tiue  nt  • 


Work  on  th-  airfield:  not  only  was  digging  too  heavy  for  people 
on  thu  verge  of  avitaminosis  and  •starvation,  but  the  punishments 
imposed,  by  the  Japs  and  their  disciple3  including  LEKATOIiFBoSY 
drove  many  to  desonir.  Work  started  at  about  0.00  a. ra. .Lunch 
was  frum  11.30  a.n.  till  1.30  p.n.,  whereafter  work  was  continued- 
till  5.30  -  6.00  p.m. .  The  heat  in  tho  field  v/as  often  unbearable, 
most  people  scarcely  had  any  sho^s  left;  the  way  the  Japs  and 
Leka  drove  on  tho  men  made  physical  and  mental  wrecks  of  them. 

I  often  tried  to  get  th*.  weal:  off  from  work,  but  the  Japs  insisted 
on  having  a  fixed  number  of  men  every  day,  and  if  that  number 
was  not  completed  one  of  the  nick  would  anyhow  have  to  fall  In 
to  make  it  up.  Often  tho  Jap.  Corporal  (Nctoanck)  released  someone 
with  a  small  wound,  which,  however,  bl<. d  profusely,  so  that 
someone  else  with  a  weak  heart  caused  by  beri-beri  which  the 

/Japs 

•  • 

_  11 
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hav!  to^rii0?,,8^  w-s  ^tcrnally  invisible,  would 

in  to  m..e.c  up  thw  number  of  the  working  party. 


In  this  way  I  wr.e  continually  worklnc  under  pressure.  If  I  had 
J  n  tC  d40l?c»  1  33  a  dootor  would  have  doclarcd  more  than 
on  the  im°u  7  75  *  Cf  th°  1:3611  Phyflically  unfit  for  work 


1 


hcld^YnL^M^V*  J 'mi"ry  ^3  the  Japanese  Naval  Police 
nr oonoo  i asP;i? ticn  in  our  camp.  Several  Ambonoac  were  found  to 
possess  knuckle-du'; tors,  besides  several  wcapoxir  including 
klowangs jTr.noto;  sort  of  native  sabres)  end  bayonets  were  found 
“  tlu  lolls  of  some  warns.  As  I  could  give  no  explanation  about 

n^ffnCS°  l'0?*50!1?  CCX‘V  t0  bc  till'rc«  *  was  sentenced  to  solitary 
confinement  in  the  building  of  tlie  Japanese  Naval  Police  at 

Lingkas  from  2  February  1943.  Furthermore,  I  was  accused  of 

T?nnr!1Cn!JrtOV^{iA<'Kand  bcine  "n  accomplice  ir.  a  conspiracy  betwcon 
Europeans  and  Ambonese  to  escape  end  then  murder  all  the  Japanese 

authorities  arid  th~  entire  personnel  ef  the  Japanese  occupation. 

1  rf1  i  soer^on  was  cons  leered  the  loade'i*.  I  was  ill-treated  tktr* 

llKo  c.  dog;  the  f^elir<.  of  boing  not  cuilty  anti  the  inju3tioo  of 
tho  punishment  often  revolted  me  against  this  b  rbarous  treatment 
by  the  Japs;  but  the  situation  was  desperate.  I  suffered  the 
grossest  ixtsulc,  humiliation  and  inhuxeunost  m-ltreatmont.  The 
interrogation  took  ploce  in  a  barbarous  «v ay.  With  medieval 
implements  ol  torture  they  tried  to  extract  any  confession  they 
wanted;  out  I  persisted  in  stating  that  I  knew  nothing  whatever. 
As  the  number  ol  sick  amongst  the  prisoners  of  war  increased 
alarmingly  (berl-bori  patients  from  20  to  100)  and  after  one 
had  died  irom  neart  beri-buri,  after  10  days’  punishment  I  was 
finally  allowed  to  return  to  the  prisenors  camp. 


24  February  1943.  Arrival  cf  prison  ;rs  from  Samcrinun  consisting 
of  247  n^n:  83  Europeans  amcxiget  whom  there  wore  13  officers  and 
50  other  ranks;  159  Indonesians. 

After  one  day  or  rest  this  group  was  immediately  set  to 
work  on  the  airfield.  All  officers,  except  Major  Dury  van  Becst 
Holle  lrom  whom  I  managed  to  got  exemption  from  this  forced 
labour,  had  to  work.  My  request  to  exempt  all  officers  was 
refused;  in  tlio  beginning  officers  were  only  assigned  as  Comman¬ 
dant  ex’  special  groups ,  but  gradually  they  had  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  coolic-vcrk  which  proved  mere  difficult  than  was 
cXpuC ted • 
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In  June.  1943  I  roC<-iv^d  from  the  Commandant  of  the,  Japanese 
N-vc.1  relic c  the  following  inf  oration:  If  the  Alliwd  should  lan- 
hv.rc  on  Taruk^n,  I  was  to  bo  the  first  to  be  beheaded  because 
I  as  an  officer  knew  too  much.  This  threat  vns  often  repeated  by 
the  Japanese  Naval  Felice, 


On  9  Fcbru:ry  1944  at  8.30  p.m.  II.  Wlelart,  European  Sergeant 
in  the  Artillery  and  instructor  of  the  Europeans  (Tarakan}  came 
to  no  and  reported  that  4  non  intended  to  eccape  from  the  oomp; 
thes.  v.cr~  Jan3cn,  v.  H-^rdc,  Viegen,  who  were  involved  in  the 
atovunentloncd  tin.  ft  and  G.  Essers,  Employee  of  tho  Coal  Company 
Par  ape.  tan,  at  B^rnoo,  He  stated  as  uotivc  tho  above-mentioned 
theft.  At  that  tine  the  Japanese  Naval  Police  was  still  eng.agod 
in  interrogating  civilians  and  the  only  solution  for  these  four 
non  was  to  escape  in  c-rder  to  ev'dc  nal treatment  by  the  Japanese 
Naval  Pelice.  All  preparations  like  food,  clothes,  conpass  etc. 
had  been  completed.  For  several  days  Wlelart  and  many  others 
from  the  w  rd  had  tried  to  aake  then  change  their  mind,  but  they 
had  not  succeeded  and  the  some  evening  they  were  to  carry  out 
their  plan.  I  tried  to  reassure  Wiolart  and  to  nake  hin  wait 
u  little  and  to  point  out  to  the  non  the  dangers  and  consequence* 
of  their  act;  but  he  thought  no  good  would  cone  of  it.  He  urged 
reporting  tho  natter  to  the  duty  officer  because  otherwise  tno 
whole  ward  and  all  the  ether  prisoners  of  war  would  be  severely 
punished.  He  no  longer  dared  "te  bear  tho  responsibility.  The 
arrangement  in  the  onnp  was  that  the  instructor  officer,  who  was 
either  an  officer  or  Sergeant  w~s  held  responsible  for  tho  acts 
of  the  men  in  his  ward,  for  instance,  for  an  escape  the  ward- 
officer  would  be  tho  most  severely  punished.  Wiclart  already  had 
also  conferred  with  the  older  non  in  tho  ward  and  for  tho  benefit 
of  all  it  was  better  that  the  escape  should  net  take  place.  To 
cut  the  ntcry  short  I  reported  tho  matter  to  the  officer  who  took 
the  roll.  The  latter  decried  it  best  to  hnv-  the  four  temporarily 
confined  in  the  Ini  .ntry  coup.  That  same  night  about  1.00  a.n. 

3  of  the  4  non  namely  Essers,  van  Ileordo  and  Viegen  managed  to 
escape  froi.  their  cell;  but  bee  .use  they  could  not  force  the  door 
of  Jansen’s  cell,  the  latter  was  loft  behind.  At  first  the  Japs 
said  nothing  about  the  escape,  but  some  days  later  when  the  non 
w^re  recaptured,  it  leaked  out.  About  10  days  later  we  heard  fror 
the  officer  t.king  the  roll  and  the  guards  that  Essers,  van  Hocrc 
Viegen  and  Jansen  had  been  oolfidcd  along  with  the  Indonesian 
culprit. 


All  unnoccss  ;ry  clothes  were  confiscated.  Every  prisoner  of  war 
was  only  allowed  2  pairs  cf  'ants,  no  shirts  -nd  no  coats.  Heads 
had  to  be  shaved,  prof  err  bl.\/^nt.iroly  bild.All  sorts  cf  books, 
notes,  etc.,  were  taken  away  and  burnt.  Nobody  was  allowed  to 
possess  i^cncy  cr  other  valuators.  The  latter  was  fatal  for  us; 
until  new  we  had  always  boon  able  to  smuggle  in  3-.no thing  like! 
Xatjang  idjco  (Tr.nete:  sort  of  native  beans ) ,  cake,  fruits,  etc. 
in  order  te  appease  cur  tinker  cr  to  make  up  for  our  vitamin 
deficiency.  Nc  money  meant  no  extra  food.  Y/orking  v/ith  the 

/upper 
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upper  part  of  the  body  n.iCed,  and  b ..Id  sieved  head  caused  the 
number  ol  sick  to  increase.  The  high  death-rate  during  the  months 
of  May,  Juno  and  July  1944  was  duo  to  these  measures  which  broke 
us  both  physically  and  mentally. 


17  November  1944.  First  bombardments  on  the  oil  fields.  Tho  Japs 
lost  thoir  head;  pale  with  fear  they  emerged  iron  their  shelters 
(  bnls  must  have  been  on  18  November  1944). 

Tho  following-  days  and  weeks  they  become  still  harder  cn  the 

Sfino^tac^oii1^?  th0  Eup°J,fcCine»  For  thp  loast 

Our  morale  cn  the  contrary  race  daily.  Like  madmen  the  Japanese 
drove  us  to  work.  Fortifications  were  built  in  c  greet  hurry  all 
over  tho  place.  V/e  had  to  work  at  a  strotoh  from  m.rly  in  tho 
moraine,  till  late  in  the  evening,  not  one  day  being  allowed  for 
rest. 


The  whole  party  that  was  to  leave  consisted  of  85  non.  Heroin 
vv-rc  also  included  2  Philippines  who  had  b<-on  taken  prisoners  cf 
w^r.  In  the  beginning  they  h.*rt  been  regarded  as  Indonesians,  but 
later  they  were  considered  to  lcru  part  of  the  European  group. 
Those  two  Philippines  FIL’D  TCOJLAK  and  JULIAN  FL0RL8  errivvd  at 
our  cuu?  en  11  May  1943.  They  had  come  free  Manila  and  wero 
proceeding  southwards.  On  9  February  194A  ,  along  with  two  white 
Companions  (nmer loans)  named  i*TJ, [STRONG  and  pO’.T.LL,  they  were 
arrested  on  the  island  %,-f  P. Sc bat lk  whereof tor  th-y  were  oenfined 
in  cells  in  tno  Infantry  comp.  POWSU,  died  in  his  coll  from 
dysentery  while  ARMSTRONG  was  killed  by  tho  Japanese. 


It  was  probably  the  intention  of  the  Japanese  te  starve  them  to 
death  gradually,  but  I  opposed  thi3.  Tho  quantity  of  foed  v/c 
received  was  so  negligible  that  one  could  net  ivop  alive  on  that, 
namely  75  grammes  of  rice  plus  2-3  rpoonfuls  el  sajour  (Tr.note: 
native  vegetable  s.up)  with  ketimoen  (Tr.ncto:  Malay  ltr  cucumber) 
in  24  hours.  For  about  four  months  I  managed  to  keep  then  alive, 
except  for  cno  who  died  from  dysentery,  thanks  to  the  extra  food 
which  I  hid  sent  to  them  clandestinely  during  the  night.  In  thi3 
I  was  supported  by  the  kitchen  ..nd  nursing  personnel. 


3  March  1945.  Our  prism  camp  was  battered  with  incendiary  bembo; 
many  wards  v.’ero  burnt  down  but  there  were  r.c  deaths,  only  6  woun¬ 
ded  who  seen  .recovered, 

4  Aphil  1945.  6  Prisoners  of  w'.r  met  their  death  during  an  attack 
by  o  Lightnings  (P  38)  and  there  vn3  enc  seriously  wounded  who 
also  died  later. 
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27  April  19^5.  All  prisoners  of  w  .r  cxcopt  two  seriously  wounded 
wore  directed  to  tho  Japanese  bivouac  in  tho  woods  of  Goenoeng  Api 
For  L.y  attempt  tv.  take  clcng  the  aboveuentioned  wounded  also,  I 
was  nearly  killed,  since  the  officer  taking  the  roll  would  attack 
ae  with  his  sv/ord  whenever  I  made  the  request.  There  a  life-  of  mis 
ry  started  for  us.  Fortunately,  some  managed  to  hide  themselves  in 
town  while  others  escaped  from  the  oa.^p  without  arousing  the  sus¬ 
picion  of  tho  Japs. 

In  the  boginning  tho  number  of  Indonesian  prisoners  cf  war  was  395 
but  of tv.r  (no  week  at  Goenoeng  Api  I  discovered  that  there  were 
only  245  left.  Horo  we  learned  to  know  tho  Japanese  better.  They 
foroed  us  to  work  hard  in  return  for  whioh  wo  received  bad  food: 
often  rice  that  had  turned  sour  and  then  in  very  snail  quantities, 
no  vegetables,  occasionally  sons  tins  containing  rubbish.  The  work 
consisted  cf  transporting  ammunition  and  food,  and  building  fortif¬ 
ications.  Fortunately,  cany  01  us  managed  to  steal  from  their  stoc.' 
of  rice  and  to  cock  something  extra  in  the  evening.  Daily  we  were 
exposed  to  air  bombardment,  artillery,  mortar,  and  machine  gun  fin 
etc.. 
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